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CRAFT A CANOE
Birchbark canoes have long been used in the Great Lakes area by many Native American peoples 
for travel, trade, fishing, ricing, and so much more. White birch trees can be found throughout the 
northern parts of North America and have been most often used to make these light, flexible canoes.

Decorate 
both 

sides of 
your canoe 

with your own 
unique designs, 

then cut them out. 
Punch out holes 
along the black 

dots using a hole-
puncher or sharp 

pencil. Thread string 
or yarn through the 
holes to sew the two 

sides of the canoe 
together.
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