
Building a natural history museum, designing the exhibits, and moving millions of collections 
items is thrilling, and yet a project of this magnitude also requires a considerable amount of 
time. We have many significant milestones before we open our new location in 2026. 

Engage community members and stakeholders

Hire Chief Planning Officer

Develop exhibit storyline and concept

Acquire site 
at Sixth and 
McKinley

Design team tours Wisconsin

Secure 
$45M from 
Milwaukee 
County

Demolish remaining buildings on site

Break ground on new building

Construct new building

Create exhibits and branding Install exhibits and branding

Staff move in 
to Museum

Reveal exhibit design

Reveal landscape design

Launch public survey on exhibit 
design in partnership with Thinc

Museum opens 
to the public 

Demolish first building on site

Create exhibit schematic design

Reveal 
building 
design

Finalize building 
layout

Host Town Hall

Kick off 
Wisconsin 
Wonders 
campaign

Plan exhibit concept

Plan building concept

Announce Thinc Design as exhibit 
designers, Ennead Architects 
and Kahler Slater as architecture 
design team, Mortenson and 
ALLCON as construction 
managers, and GGN as landscape 
architecture firm

Secure $150,000 grant from Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corporation 

Secure $40M from State of Wisconsin
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